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SELECT REVIEW. 


From the London Eclectic Review. 

On the means of obtaining Satisfaction with 
Regard to the Truth of Religious Senti 
ments; a Sermon delivered at a Monthly 
Association of Ministers. By John Pye 
Smith, D. D. London, 1822, 

No notion more pernicious in its in- 
fluence, can be taken up by the young 
inquirer after truth, than that to which 
the differences of religious belief a- 
inong real christians have sometimes 
given rise, or afforded a pretext, name- 
ly, that satisfaction with regard to the 
truth of religious sentiments is unat- 
tainable. The adoption of this error| 
is a first and fatal step in the laby- 
rinth of sceptical sophistry; and the 
mind having wandered thus far, is 
soon in its doubtful mazes lost. ‘The 
individual must already have desert- 


ed the path of religious obedience, ; 


and parted with the docility of a 
learner, before he could embrace such 
anotion. Or elsehe must never have 
set out in earnest in the inquiry.— 
Dr. Smith has ably exposed, in the 
first part of this very valuable dis- 
course, the common and principal 
sources of this error; and having shewn 
its fallacy, he proceeds to detail the 
means of arriving atsuch 2 moral as- 
surance in this discrimination:of re- 
ligieus truth and error as is con‘pati- 
ble with the present imperfect state 
of our nature. His directions are 
brief, comprehensive, and axiematic, 
well worthy of being transcribed into 
the common-place book ef every the- 
ological student; and a sin ple-minded 
observance of them cannot fail, with 
the Divine blessing, to cenduct the in- 
quirer to assured satisfaction. We 
select the first direction, the first beth 
m order and in in pertance. 

“I. Our first, constant, and mest 





————eeey, 


minds be rightly affected towards the 
Blessed Author and Revealer of all 
religious truth. 

“Religious truth is but another 
name for thinking justly concerning 
God. But itis directly impossible 
to think justly in relation to any be- 
‘ing, if the state of our feelings or af- 
fections towards that being are unjust. 
A wrong bias of the passions, or of 
that secret principle which deter- 
mines our desires and aversions, the 
seat of mental taste, the spring of 
temper and character, what is usually 
‘called in scripture ‘the heart;’—a 
wrong bias of this will infallibly im- 
press a wrong direction on the exer- 
icises of the judgment; and, the fur- 
ther it moves in the wrong direction, 
the wider must be its distance from 
the line of truth. Now every pessible 
perfection, all natural grandeur, all 
moral loveliness, belongs infinitely to 
God. ‘Whois like unto thee, O Lord; 
glorious in holinesst How great his 
‘goodness, and how great his beauty!” 
‘if the feelings of our hearts towards 
him are not those ef sincere and fer- 
| vid admiration, love and reverence, 
| we treat him with mjustice; mjustice 
gross and shameful in proportion to 
ithe degree of its contrariety to the 
\fact; and that contrariety is infinite. 
| It cannot but follow that eur senti- 
nents concernins Ged, his purpeses, 
his commands, and his eperations, will 
partake of this inward injustice, this 
practical falsehood. It is the dictate 
ef sound philosophy, net less than of 
revelation; ‘Lhey that forsake the 
law praise the wicked: evil men un- 
derstand not judgment; they “love 
darkness rather than light, because 
their deeds are evil.” ‘There can be 
no free inguiry till the mind is freed 
from the werst and strongest of pre- 








watchful care should be, that our 





judices, the prejudices of a sinful state. 
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‘‘He, then, that would have a sat- 
isfactory assurance that he is holding 
the truth of God, must cherish all 
right affections towards God, He 
must “walk in the light,” and then 
“will he see light.” He must keep 
ever fresh and lively on his soul the 
impressions of veneration and love 
for all the perfections of the glorious 
Deity, joy and gratitude for his do- 
minion, a cordial and delightful ap- 
probation of his government in ail its 
acts, and of his will in all its expres- 
sions. QO let it be the object of our 
perpetual desires and efforts, to be 
practically conformed to God’s ap- 
a will! Such communion with 

im is living in the very atmosphere 
of light, and it will shed a convinc- 
ing brightness 7 a all the fields of 
nature and revelation. ‘The value of 
religious truth lies in its being the 
real expression of the counsels, acts, 
and decisions of the Blessed God.— 
Devotedness to him will cause us to 
love truth for this very reason, and to) 
study it, not as a barren theory or a, 
refined speculation, but with that 
warmth of just feeling which is the 
same, in the matters of religion, as a 
correct taste and a noble enthusiasm 








are, in relation to the beauties of na-/! 


ture or the exquisite labors of genius | 
and art. A Michael Angelo differs’ 
not more from the most grovelling; 
barbarian, than does a holy Christian 
from an unsanctified. speculatist.— 
‘My doctrine,’ said the por Jesus, 
‘is not mine but His who sent me. 
If any man would do his will, he shall 
know of the doctrine whether it be of 
God. Ye shall know the truth, and 
the truth shall make you free.” 

Weare anxious that this Sermon 
should not be considered as an 
ephemeral publication. It forms ‘a. 
most useful tract to be put into the| 
hands of every student on his en- 
trance upon theological inquiries. 

Labor not to be rich: cease from 
thine own wisdom. 














870 Missionary Intelligence-—Mr. King’s Journey. 


MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 

A number of weeks have elapsed since we 

published any intelligence relative to the 
missionaries among the Indians, ander the 
patronage of the American Board of Commis. 
sioners for Foreign Missions. This was not 
yecause nothing of importance had come to 
hand but it was owing to a crowd of other mat- 
ter that it was excluded. We have several ar- 
ticles now before us, from which we will en- 
dearor to give an abstract account of several 
stations under that Board. 
_ Coneerning the very important mission to 
Palestine, our readers cannot be altogether 
ignorant. In page 273, we published a 
brief Review of it from its commencement; 
in page 289, Extracts from Mr. Fisk’s com- 
munications; in page 306, and continued to 
other numbers, a discourse of Mr. Wolff, in 
which was contained a brief account of his la- 
bors. As mention was made in our second 
number, of the appoiutment of Mr. King to 
the Palestine Mission,—of his preparations to 
embark in the duties of his appointment, &¢, 
a short account of his journey to the theatre 
of his labors, may not be uninteresting. 


Condensed for the Boston Recorder, from the 
Missionary Herald. 


MR. KING’S JOURNEY FROM PARIS TO 
MARSEILLES. 





‘Concerning the residence of the 
Rev. Jonas King at Paris, his offers of 
service, for three years, in connexion 
with the Palestine Mission, and the 
acceptance of those offers, mention 
was made at p. 353 of the last vol- 
‘ume of the Herald. Notice was also 

taken ot the interest, which certain 
‘gentlemen in France and elsewhere, 
‘had manifested in his contemplated 
' mission. 

| [We shall now compile, from the 
private journal of Mr. King, kept 
while on his way from Paris to Mar- 
seilles, such notices, as will be inter- 
est:ng to our readers. | 

Paris, Muonday, Sept. 30, 1822.— 
Took my seat in the Diligence for 
‘Lyons. After travelling several 
‘miles a gentleman, who had taken a 


' 


\\seat with me, and who appeared to be 
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a very intelligent and. respectable 
man, inquired of me, “why, on part- 
ing with my friend at Paris, I pointed 
towards heaven?” Because replied I, 
there is all ourjoy, and there we hope 
one day to meet. I then preached to 
him Jesus Christ and him crucified, 
and how the believer can look beyond 
this vale of tears, and behold with the 
eye of faith, a brighter and more beaii- 
tiful scene, than was ever held here 
below, since the fall of man. 


[The conversation was long, ani- 
mated, and interesting. The gentle- 
man whsladisciple .of Voltaire, and 
brought tmdny objections against the 
authenticity of the Bible; which, how- 
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Paris, from which Louis XVIII. had 
fled. 

| [In this place, Mr. K. distributed 
his tracts with a liberal hand, and de- 
clared the interesting truths of the 
‘Gospel to all who came around him; 
'—not without some fears, that the 
:greatness of the crowd and the noise 
of their importunities and benedic- 
jtions, would procure his arrest from 
‘the gens d’armes. They, however, 


and, in pass'ng by the palace, he threw 
oat to them a tract containing “Christ’s 
Sermon on the Mount.” 

( Having escaped safely at Fontain- 
bleau, Mr. K. was emboldened to 
pursue the same course at Nemours, 





ever, wereitasily answered, and gave 
rise to a free declaration of the funda- 
mental dodtrines of the Gospel, on 
the part of Mr. King, and an unre- 


~_ 


served application of them to the; 


heart and conscience. | 


From this time, during our whole 
journey to Lyons, he treated me with 
much attention and respect. He al- 
so often aided me in the distribution 
of tracts, which [ commenced at Ks- 
sone, a little village standing on ariv- 
er of the same name, and containing 
manufactories of cotton, prinied cal-' 
icoes, copper, and gunpowder. 





Fontainbleau. 





(Mr. K. arrived at Fontainbleau 
about 2 0’clock. This village, which ! 
has been the residence of mary of the 
kings of France, and was a favorite 
residence of the Emperor Napoleon, 
contains about 9,000 inhabitants. ] 

Here surrounded with a guard of 
30,000 men, on the Lith of April, 
1814, Napoleon signed the abdication 
of his title of “Emperor of the French 
and King of Italy.” The pen, with 
whichhe signed it, is still preserved, 
and shewn to the inquiring traveller. 
Here, also, he made his appearance on 
the 20th of March, 1815, nineteen 
days after leaving Elba; and, in the 
evening, entered the Vhuilleries at 





|| the Prince of 





a village containing about 4,000 in- 
| habitants, and situated ten or twelve 


“miles beyond the place last mention- 


‘ed. The tracts were sought with 
‘great avidity; and numerous appli- 
cations were of necessity vo les 


Fontenay. 


At five o’clock we arrived at Fonfe- 
nay, where we dined. After dinner, I 
visited the stone bridge, said to have 
been built in the time of Julius Ceesar. 
Near it stands a small house said to 
have been erected at the same time. 
‘The stone columns in front of it, bear 
marks of high antiquity. Here, said 
i, where Julius Cesar brought war 
and desolation, I will attempt to do 
something to promote the kingdom of 

Sear Seeing the man 
who now occupied thts house, I step- 
ped up to him, and, taking off my 
dat, said, “Sir, if you will come with 
me to the Diligence, I will give you 
a little book.*’ An officer, who was 
pear, and heard what I said, came with 
him, as 1 suppused to watch me. ‘To 
him I gave two or three immediately, 
and begged him to read them for the 
good of his soul. He took offhis hat, 
and, thanking me promised to do so. 
i never gave away a tract with so 
much interest and pleasure, as on this 
spot, where had marched, eighteen 





suffered him to proceed unmolested;. 
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hundred 
pride an 


_" avo, the foot of Roman 
grandeur. 


Lyons. 


On arriving at Lyons, near all the 

ssengers came and took me by the 
ad wished me a happy journey.— 
The gentleman, whom | first address- 
ed on leaving Paris, I found to be a 
respectable merchant at Lyons. He 
had a wife and two interesting chil- 
dren waiting his arrival at the stage 
éffice, to whom he presented me, giv- 
ing me, at_ the same time, an invita- 
tion to call and see him, if I ever re- 
turned through that place. ‘The tracts 


I had given him he gave to his chil-| 


dren, and told them to read them 
with attention. 


(On Friday, the 4th. Mr. K. took 
the stage for Nismes. Here, as in a 
former case he was called upon to de- 
fend the authenticity of the Scrip- 
tures against infidel objections. ‘The 
result was, that “‘three officers and 
one other gentleman, promised to 
send to Paris, and furchase for them- 
selves a Bible;’? and, on their arrival 
at Nismes, they gave to Mr. K. their 
address, and invited him to visit 
them. | ' 


— 


Nismes. 


[They arrived at this place a litile 
before night on Saturday. ‘The next 
day, Mr. K. was introduced to an ac- 

vaintance with the Paron Castelnau, 
President of the Bible Society at Nis- 
mes, and with several Protestant 
Clergymen and respectable laymen, 
to whom he related the object of his 
mission, and what God was _ begin- 
ning to do for the coitversion of the 
world. In the course of the day, he 
visited a Sabbath School, where were 
about 70 females from fifteen to 3€ 
rears of age, engaged in reading the 
Eible. Gn Monday, he attercded the 
meeting of the Bibie Society, which 
presented him with twelve elegant 
French Bibles to be distributed in the 
éast. On ‘luesday, he aided in the 
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Mr. King’s Journey. 


)formation of a Missionary Society, 
auxiliary to the one at Paris. A sub- 
scription was opened at the meeting, 
and 304 francs were ianmediately 
subscribed. ‘To this sum, was added 
a donation from a poor widow, sev- 
enty-five years old, of 70 franes.—~ 
This poor woman had always labor- 
ed hard, and, by the strictest econo- 
my, had amassed the sum above men- 
tioned, for the purpose of paying the 
rent of a house, which she had hired. 
The gentleman, who owned the house, 
was a pious and benevolent man, and 
remitted the debt, -and. tokd-sher to 
make what use she pleased: of the lit- 
tlesum. Having heard) ef ithe Mis- 
sionary Society at Paris, sheisaid, “I 
am about to die. Ihave neither pa- 
rents, nor children. I will ‘give this 
mite to spread the Gospel of my Sav- 
iour, before whom I am soon to ap- 
pear.”—**She, of her want did cast 
in all that she had, even all her liv- 
ing;’’ and it shall be told as a mem- 
orial of her. | 

[The next day, Mr. K. called on 


| Madame Vizie, (which was the name 


of this good woman,) to gladden her 
heart by relating to her what was 
| now doing in various parts of the 
world; for the extension of the spiritu- 
‘al kingdom of the Lord Jesus. 





Montpelier. 


Called on the Rev. Mr. Lissignol, 
who is a truly evangelical man, and 
who takes a lively interest in all the 
‘benevolent objects of the day. He 
had-just written to Professor Kieffer, 
to request me not to fail of coming to 
see him, when on my way to Mar- 
seilles. The letter was written about 
the time I left Paris.. ‘The moment b 
told him my name, (for I had no let- 
ter of introduction,) he seized my 
hand with joy, and gave me a most 
triendly weicome to his house. 

hieimmediately wrote to the Pres- 
ident of the Consistory to come in 
frum the country, and then went and 














introduced me to several families, 
who received me very kindly, and 
with whom we conversed on the sub- 
ject of missions. 
Mr. L. had already formed a Mis- 
sionary Society, and said there would 
be no difficulty in making it auxiliary 
to that at Paris. He also entered 


Sandwich Island Mission. . 





into my views with regard to the! 
Monthly Concert of Prayer, and said | 
he should do all in his power to have 
it observed in all the churches, 
throughout the Department of He-| 


rault. 
Voyage to Malta. 


Very early in the morning of 
Tuesday, Oct. 29th. Mr. K. sailed | 
out of the harbour of Marseilles. At. 
8 o’clock they were in sight of the, 
Gulph of Toulon, and France was 
fast receding from view. | 

I could not but feel some emotions 
on leaving a country, where I had 
spent one of the most interesting 
years of my life. 

Land of science and of sin, of gai- 
ety and pleasure! | bid thee farewell! 
The sun shines brightly. on thy beau- 
tifal fields; the mild gales breathe | 
softly on thy enchanting hills; and | 
along the borders of thy streams, in| 
the midst of vines and olives, lie 
scattered the cottages of peasants, 
and the mansions of nobles. Thou 
hast within thy bosom all that can 
gratify genius, and taste, and-sense. 
Q when shall the spirit of Massitlon 
rest upon thy priests! When shall the 
light of millenial glory dawa upon 
thy population! With fervent ptayers | 
for thy prosperity, I bid thee fare-| 
well. | 

| Nov. Ist came within sight of Sar-. 
dinia; on the 2nd at sun rise, Mount 
Etna was in view; and, at noon, they 
beheld the much desired island of 
Malta. The eveaing was spent in’ 
the company of Messrs. Fisk and| 
lemple. | 

Thursday Nov. 8th. Messrs. Fisk 
and Temple, and myself went to the 
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Lazaretto to see Mr. Wolf, the Jew- 
ish Missionary. He had just arrived 
from Alexandria, and had come for 
the sole purpose of finding Mr. Fisk, 
in order to retura with him te Jeru- 
salem. 


[We learn verbally from Smyrna, 
that Mr. Fisk had arrived at Alex- 
andria, accompanied, no doubt, by 
Messrs. Wolff and King. We 
have also learned, through the me- 
dium of Mr. Wilder of Paris, that the 
Rev. Lewis Way was at Nice, on 
the 3d of February; designing, by 
leave of Providence, to be at Jerusa- 
lem at the passover. ‘The probabili- 
ty, therefore, is, that these four Chris- 
tian Missionaries have already met in 
that most interesting city. | 


SANDWICIL ISLAND SISSION, 


STATION AN OAHU.” 


Feb. 6, 1822. Kraimahu called to see the 
family, school, &c., with which he was highly 
tie is a man of business, but of few 
words. The semi-quarterty visitation to the 
school took place to-day ‘The scholars were 
punctual in attendance, and diligent in appli- 
cation, 


pleased. 


s 

10, Yas. Me. Thornton preaclted fromaithe 
words of Christ, “what isa man profiteds#if 
he gain the whole worlland lose his own 
soul.’”? The discourse was translated by Hopoo 
anative,as it was delivered, to a large ¢on- 
course of people, who gave a decent atten- 
tion. 


17, Sub. Mr. 


forenoon, from the addvess of Jesus to his dig. 


Gingham preached in the 


ciples, as recorded sin the three last verses of 
Vathew, to a numerous concourse of people, 
chiefly all natives; in the afternoon he preach- 
ed the same sermon at Waititi, at the house 
of Tamoree and Kaahumann. ‘Tamoree had 
been sick for several days, and requested that 
Mr. B. would pray for him, that his weakness 


* The name of this station, as appears from 
a “Brief view of Missions,” given in the }st 
number of our paper, must be Hanurcorah. 
aS NO new station has been Opeued siuce tliat 
time as we can learn. 
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might be healed; Mr. {* complied to his re- 
quest, for which he appeared thankful. 

March \.— Tidings were spread throughout 
the village, that Riho-riho, the king, was ds - 
ing at Waititi; upon which Mr. Bo and Ho- 
poo, repaired to the spot, and found, that he 
had been seized with an alarming fit, which 
threatened his life. The deep sympathy 
manifested by the great concourse of people 
assembled to hear of their sovereign’s welfare 
was truly astonishing;—this probably arose 
from apprehensions of personal danger in 
case the king should die. Medicine was given 
him, and prayer made on his behalf, when he 
composed himsclf quietly to rest. He was a 
again attacked during the night, but survived 
it. 

2. He was removed to Hanaroorah on a 
couch, where medical ak! was afforded him, 
bv the providential arrival of an English phy 


sician 
3. The king being nearly reeovered, in- 
vited Mr. B. totake tea with him, to ask a 


blessing, and give thanks. 


24, Sab. About three hundred souls listen. 
edto a sermon preached from Isaiah xiv. 22, 
Pook unto me,” Xc. The audience consist 
ed'ot the king, five or six of the prineipal 
ghiefs, and of honorable women not a few, be 
side, the seamen in port. Although it might 
be imagined that the natives not knowing the 
good which would be produced by the gospel, 
or rather, the influence which it would have 
On its possessors, would not raise any opposi- 
tion to it, but permit those desirous, to attend 
when they pleased. But it is otherwise;— 
every possible allurement is thrown in the 
way of the king and chiefs, to do away the 
good effeets which the duties of the sanctuary 
are caleulated to have og their minds, by 
those opposed to the gospel We observe, 
however, that their overtures with the king 
to dine with them after sermon, have been 
promptly rejected, [ Continued } 

i ee 
SPECIMEN OF WICLIF’S TRANSLATION 
OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. 


The celebrated Dr. Wiclif (Wick- 
liffe) was born about the year 1324. 
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Wichff’s Translation of the New-Testament. 


perverted to secular purposes, and 
corruption pte all parts of the 
Church. Wiclif, however, was a dil- 
igent student of the Bible. And as 
in this he pursued a singular course, 
so his mind was singular! enlight- 
ened by divine truth. The conse- 
quence was, that he detected and 
had courage to oppose the errors of 
the times. In the year 1372, he was 


lelected Professor of Divinity i in Or- 





| 
j 
} 
} 
| 





This was about the darkest period of 


ford. 


His lectures attracted a vast 
concourse of pupils; and he was great- 
ly admired and followed as a preach- 
er. Endowed with wneommon pru- 
dence, as well as fervent piety, he did 
not at first directly attack the preju- 
dices of the age ‘n which he —_ 
nor did he in. the pulpit delight i 
controversy. But he chose As the 
subject matter of his sermons, the 
doctrines and duties of Christianity. 
These he delivered ina plain, simple 
style, and urged them on the con- 
sciences of his hearers. In this way 
he gained mighty influence; and was 
enabled at length, to shake the foun- 
dation of the strong holds of clerical 
corruption. He has been beautiful- 
ly as well as truly called “the Morn- 
ing Star of the Reformation.” Te 
opposed i in very numerous writings, 
most of the prevalent errors of the 
age: adopted a system of ‘Theology 
very similar to that of the Reformers 
in their confession of faith. The rul- 
ing powers in the Church persecuted 
him sorely, but he was protected from 
personal violence by the friendship 
of many noblemen, and the zeal of 
the people. His enemies however 
succeeded in driving him from his 
College: on which event, he retired 
to his living; where he was enabled 
by his writings to assail the hierarchy. 
There were many efforts made to have 
him treated as a heretic; but while he 
was rousing opposition, & promoting 
reformation, it pleased the Sovereign 
of the universe in the year 1384, to 





the dark ages. Christianity had been || 


remove him by disease, and thu |\: 





-lish language was in the year 1380. 


appoint the malice of those who had 
hunted for his life. 

Wiclif translated the whole Bible 
into English; but only the new Tes- 
tament has been published. We give 
the following extract from the late 
edition of this version by Baber, that 
our readers may see what the Eng- 


Our readers may now see Wiclif’s 
prose and compare it with the version 
now in use, which it will be recollect- 
ed, was made in the reign of James I. 
in the year 1610. 

We have chosen as our Speci- 
men, the parable of the good Samar- 
itan.—Luke x. 25—-37. 





«And loa wise man of the law roos 
up: temptinge him and seyinge, mais- | 
ter what thing schal I do to have 
euerlastinge lyf. And he seide to) 
him what is writun in the Lawe? how 
redist thou? He answerde and seide, 
thou schalt loue thi Lord Ged of alle 
thin herte; and of alle thi soule and 
of alle thi strengthis, and of alle thi 
mynde, and thi neighbore as thi silf. 
And Jhesus seide to him thou hast 
answerde rightly, do this thing and 
thou schalt liue. But he willinge to 
justifie himsilf seide to Jhesus, & who 
is my neighbore? And Jhesus biheeld, 
and seide, a man came down fro Je- 
rusalem into Jerico: and fel among 


theuys, and thei robbiden hym, and 


woundeden hym, and wenten awey: 
and left the man half alyue. And it 
bifel that a prest cam doun the same 
weyeand passide forth whanne he 
hadde seyn him. Also a-Dekene 
whanne he was bisidis the place and 
sigh him, passide forth. But a Sam- 
aritan goynge the weye came besidis 
him, and he sigh him and hadde reuthe 
on him: and cam to him and 
bond his woundis togidere and held 
in oyle and wyn, and leyde him on 
his beest, and ledde him into an ostrye; 
and dide the cure of him. And an- 
another day he broughte forth twie 








pens: and gaf it to the osteler, and 
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seide haue thou cure of him, and 
whatever thou schalt give ouer: I 
schal yelde thee whanne I come agen. 
Who of these thre seemeth to thee: 
was neighbore to him that fel among 
theues? And he seide, he that did mer- 
cy into him, and Jhesus seide to him 
go thou anddo thou in lyk manner.” 

We add the brief story of Martha 
and Mary in the same chapter. 

And was doon while thei wenten 
he entride into a castel, and a wom- 
man Martha by name resevede him 
into hir hous. And to this wasa sis- 
ter Marye by name, which also sat 
besidis the feet of the Lord, and 
herde his word. But Martha bisiede 
aboute the ofte seruice, and sche stood 
and seide, Lord takest thou no kepe: 
that my Sister hath left me aloone 
to serue? therefore seye thou to hir, 
that sche helpe me. And the Lord 
answerde and seyde to hir, Martha, 
Martha, thou art bisy: and art trou- 
blid about ful manye thingis: But o 
thing is necessarye, Marye hath cho- 
sen the best part: which schal not be 
taken awey fro hir. 

Such we see are the changes which 
take place in living languages. W  c- 
lif’s version was made in the year 
1380, and that now in use was com- 
pleted in the year 1610; so that there 
was an interval of 230 years between 
them. 

It will strike every reader, howev- 
er, that the English language is much 
more fixed now than in former times. 
From the completion of the version 
now used until the present day, there 
have elapsed 213 years; and there are 
in that version but few obsolete or un- 
intelligible words. 

Evang. §& Lit. Mag. 
——_ <a 
UNITED STATES AND ENGLAND, 

The slanders contained tn the En- 
glish prints, particularly in the Quar- 
terly Review, respecting the mbhabi- 
tants of this country, have long been 
a matter of notoriety, ‘his abuse 
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is the mere effusion of interest, and 
of bigotry. The prosperity of this 
country is a painful subject of con- 
templation for those who wish to see 
property, learning and enjoyment con- 

ned to their own n island: though they 
might be willing, were we to become 
their colonists,—faithful hewers of 
wood and drawers of water for the 
mother country—to bestow a little 
commendation upon us. As itis, we 
are to expect no mercy at their hands. 
The bigots too are all against us,— 
the bigots in politics and religion. 
The ultra- royalists is scandalized at 
our audacity i in making a constitution 
for ourselves, believing, with Louis 
the 18th, that a. constitution, to be 
good for any thing, must be granted 
by some monarch. The ultra-church- 
man is willing to charge our want of 
an establishment upon our infidelity, 
and is surprised that we are blind to 





the manifoid blessings ef the tithe 
svstem. Tok Lurope and to the world | 
they make known their displeasure. | 


While we regret the exhibitions of | 
ee ae , Ignorance, and we may acd, | 
malice, furnished by some of the En- | 
glish writers; it affords us pleasure to | 
be informed, of what, indeed, wea 
ready belie wad that the most re- 
spectable portion of the British com- 
munity give no credence to these 
slanders, and regret their publication. 
The following extract of a letter froin : 
a gentleman in England to his cor- 
respondent im this ‘country, is proof 
of this fact, and will be read with | 
pleasure by those who are desirous | 
that the fmendly relations of the two 
countries should be permanent. T his | 
extract was first published in the | 
Gospel Advocate. Rel. Int. 


“I much rejoice'to trace the dawn 
of amore kindly feeling between our 
two countries. In this counts ‘y, more 
especially, a more just estimate of 
America is every day gaining ground 
and there are many who avail them- 


—————- ee 





-England Conference. 





those feelings of warmth and cordiali- 
ty which are now often visible in the 
best society here. 

“The Quarterly Review is much 
blamed and repriited by many even 
of those of the same party politics. 
Its scurrility is really disgraceful. 

ed | lately received a “letter from 
Mrs.Hannah Moore, in which she says 
“T forgot whether I told you in my 
last, that Thad spoken to Lord Sid- 
mouth, who visited me at that time, 
of- the shameful conduct of some of 
our newspapers, reviews, &c. in their 
unwarantable treatment of America. 
He expressed the utmost indignation, 
and said it was highly offensive in 
itself, and dangerous in its conse- 
quences. I since spoke to another 
man in power who said he wished 
much to check it.’ 

‘Ina note which [ received the 
other day from Mr. Wilbeforce, he 
says, ‘Il can scarcely express, in lan- 
cuage sufficiently strong to do justice 
to my feelings, the indignation I feel 
at the attempts | sometimes witness, 
to produce a mutual spirit of aliena- 
tion between the inhabitants of this 
country and the United States, and 
ny endeavors are used to the utmest 
to cultivate a mutual spirit of good 
will between them.” 

“T think you will be gratified by 
these extracts, as demonstrating the 
feelings of those whose feelings you 
would most regard.” 

eh FP re 
NEW-ENGLAND CONFERENCE. 


The Conference rose last evening, 
after a laborious session of eight days S. 
Great harmony prevailed among the 
members, and much business was 
transacted. One hundred and fifty- 

one preachers were appointed to itin- 
erate in the various stations and cir- 
cuits, for the year ensuing. Besides 
these there are upwards of two hun- 
dred local preachers in this Confer- 
ence, and three superanuated preach- 








selves of every opportunity to fan 


ers. The whole number of commu- 




















nicants is about 21,000. The in- 
crease during the last year was near- 
ly 1000. 

During the sitting of the Confer- 
ence in this town, there has been a 
prayer-meeting in the morning, and 
preaching and divine service in othe 
afternoon and evening of each day. 
The preachers have been earnest and 
farcitul, and the congregations nu- 
merous, serious and attentive; and 
we doubt not that these exertions will 
be followed by a blessing ftom on 
high. 


The Wesleyan Missionaries at the 
Shetland Isles have met with much 
success among that neglected people. 
On the Sth of January, which the 
natives observe as Old Christmas, 
they came in flocks on the Island of 
Burra to hear the Gospel.—Formerly 
this day was kept by them in rioting 
and drunkenness. Zion's Her. 


+ oe 


From the R. 1. &. Intelligencer. 


REVIVAL AT MARTHA’S VINEYARD, 
MASSACHUSETTS. 


Letter from the Rev. John Whittle- 
sey, to the Editor, dated June 16th, 
1825. 

Mr. Badger, 

I have felt much gratified, as well 
as profited, in the perusal of your re- 
ligious paper: and feeling sensible 
you take a deep interest in the spread 
of the Gospel, I take the Tiberty to 
give you an account of the most won- 
derful werk of the Lord upon the 
hearts of the people upon Maitha’s 
Vineyard; the particulars ef which I 


learned a a recent visit to that} 


place. ‘Fwo years ago, Rev. John 
Adams was stationed on that Island 
by the New-England Conference, 
where, notwithstanding some opposi- 
tion, he and his “help mete,” have 
labored for the good of souls with un- 
wearied zeal and remarkable success. 
Blessed be God, their labor has not 
been in vaimin the Lord. About two 


Fourth of July. 
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| hundred, as near as [ can learn, have 
been happy subjects of the work. 
Upwards of one hundred have been 
added to the Methodist Church, some 
to the Baptist and a few to the Con- 
gregational; and a number more have 
not as yet connected themselves with 
any particular denomination. ‘Phe 
work still progresses and there is a 
| prospect of its continuance. Jt has 
not been confined to any one grade 
of people—the high, the low, the rich, 
the r, the noble and ignoble, have 
shared in the work. 
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FOURTH OF JULY. 

We congratalate our patrons on the return 
of another anniversary of the Independence ot 
our country <A day, which must be held in 
grateful remembraneé by every American, 
and particularly by every American christian. 
This country was first settled by persons who 
resorted to its shore, to find Christian Lider- 
ty; content rather to endure the privations 
attending a settiementin an entire wilderness, 
far from home; to leave kindred and every 
kindred tie;—aflluence and ease, that they 
might be permitted to worshiP God, accord. 
ing tothe dictates of their consciences, under 
their own vine and fig tree, no person to in- 
terrupt or molest.—Afier a series of years, 
when the little family of devoted pilgrims had 
increased to an interesting extent, these lib- 
erties were again threatenee;—the liberties 
With hearts 
conscious of the evils already endured under 
the band of an oppressor, they boldly. assert 


which had already cost sa dear! 





their freedom; and hence this anniversary. 
We all ‘know the result of that declaration. 
We are in duty boand to keep this day with 
grateful recollection of the event it calls to 
mind. But let us not celebrate it as a festival 
of some idol deity. Let us not in professing 
to honor it, bow at the shrine of Bacchus and 
own Aim as our deliverer. Let no professors 
ofrejigion so much dishonor their master as to 
join in with those, who in this manner, would 
perpetuate its memory. Let none of them 
raise their shouts of joy to the passing wind; 
instead of raising them to the rightful sove- 
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reign. But let us repair to the sanctuary of 
that God, who alone can hear and deliver us» 


and offer our thanks to him in the soft aspira- 
tion of prayer and praise. Then our devo 
tions will appear sincere;——but, as long as it 
js celebrated with its wonted hilarity, around 
the flowing bowl, we must consider it as oppo- 
sed fo the gospel of Christ, and contrary to a 
profession of the Christian religion. 

Divine worship will be held in the Metho- 
dist Church, to-day at 10 o’clock, 


somatic 

In two weeks the first half year ofour labors 
will be finished; a few having subscribed for 
six months, and those generally on conditions 
that if they were pleased with the work they 
would continue to receive it; we think it our 
duty to inform them of the time their term 
willexpire. ‘Those of them who have com- 
plied with the terms of the paper, have only 
to leave directions with us, as to their deter- 
mination, and we shall act accordingly;--those 
who have not paid the advance money, are 
informed that discharging it will be a neces- 
sary pre-requisite to having it discontinued. 
In case of neglect in any of these particulars, 
we shall take it for granted that they are 
pleased with our performance, and of course 
intend to continue their patronage. 

All who did not state particularly the time 
for which they subseribed, are considered as 
patrons for the year. 

aes ae 
COMMUNICATED. 

On Wednesday the 25th ult., the 
annual Commencement of Dickinson 
College, was held in the Presbyterian 
Church. Ata quarter before ten in 
the morning—the Board of Trustees, 
the Faculty and Students with a num- 
ber of citizens and strangers, formed 
in procession, at the College Chapel, 
and passed to the church.* 

Nineteen young men of whom the 
class was comprised, were admitted 
to the degree of Batchelor of Arts,viz. 
J. Holmes Agnew, Alfred Arm- 
strong, George W. Bethune, Ira C. 
Boice, William H. Cahoone, jr. A. H. 


*See last number for erder of ex- 
ercise, 












































To our Patrons.—Commencement of Dickinson Gollege 


Codwise, Wm. L. Helfenstein, Jas: 
Holmes, Talbot Jones, A. J. Labagh, 
I. Labagh, D. M’Kinley, E. Mason, 
J. G. Morris, Digby B.D. Smith, C. 
Van Cleef, C. Whitehead, Wm. H. 
Williams, and John C. Young. 

The Degree of Master ot Arts was 
conferred on Alfred Foster, M. D. 
Alexander Brackenridge, Esq. James 
Hamilton, Esq. Thomas Kelly, Esq. 
and John D. Mahon, Esq. 

Alumni of the Institution. 


The honorary degree of Master of 
Arts, on Adam Hays, M. D. and the 
degree of D. D. on Philip Lindsley, 
V. P. of Nassau Hall. 

It must have been peculiarly grati- 
fying, to all the friends of the youth, 
and the Institution, to observe in 
these first fruits of Dickinson College 
such rich promise of future usefulness. 
The pieces delivered were all excel- 
lent in their kind, conferring honor 
on the youth, as well for their sound 
sense and correct sentiments, as for 
the ease and beauty of their style. 
Such specimens of composition, and 
such independence of thought, speak 
much in favor of the general system 
‘of education adopted by their profes- 
|sors—and especially of that care that 
lis manifested in relation to their stud- 
jies in Polite Literature. To the re- 
iligious public, it will be pleasing in- 
itelligence to hear that out of the 19 
who composed this class all except 
‘three have professed the religion of 
| Jesus Christ, and devoted themselves 
to his strvice before their entrance on 
the world. The friends of the Insti- 
tution and the inhabitants of the place 
could not but be highly gratified, at 
the large concourse of strangers that 
attended to witness the exercises of 
Commencement. Among them we 
discovered the Rey.Dr..2shbael Green, 
and Dr. V. W. Chapman, of Philadel- 

hia. The character of the exhibition, 
¢ the general interest manifested in 
the Institution prove its growing use- 
fulness and promise its future pros- 
perity. 
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Editors at a distance friendly to electioneering stuff, of so much same- 
Literature are requested to give pub- | ness they are hardly worth having. 


licity to the above. One paper assures us, that Mr. Gregg 
— will be elected, and the next affirms, 

For the Miscellany. {that Mr. Shulze will receive a major- 

Messrs. Editors, ity. We cannot believe them both. 


I must congratulate you on J—What news, though, in the reli- 
the success [ find you have had in|} gious world? I like to hear about the 
starting your paper in this place. The || thing that most concerns me. As to 
establishment of Religious Newspa- || the elections, [ do not take any part 
pers through our country are pro-/||in them; and of course am not troubl- 
ducing a vast deal of benefit to!/ed about them. I have not received 
the community at large. They not! my paper this week. 
only turn the taste of the young in-j|; Neighbor—As_to religious news, 
quirer to religious information, but’ sir, I cannot accommodate you with 
edify every smecere christian, who' any. I sent to neighbor L—’s to get 
can rejoice at hearing of the gospel’s| the loan of the Miscellany, but he 
triumph. From some facts, though,’ said he had not read it himself, and 
which lately came tomy knowledge, |! could not lend it till he had perused 
I am persuaded that a much greater | it—and 
patronage might, and should be ob- /—But don’t you take the Mis- 
tained, were christians alive to their . cellany? 
own interest. ‘There are about 3000) Neighbor—No: | have not yet sub- 
families in Cumberland county, one scribed;—and I have so many pa- 
third of which are able to take a paper ' pers already, I cannot think of taking 
without ever feeling the loss of the any more. I take no less than three. 

rice. Now, I apprehend that not; /—I am sorry to find that you have 
one half of this number take a news- || so far come short of what a christian 
paper, much less your very iustruc- |} would be expected tedo. Take no 
tive one. I do not see on what prin-|| less than three political papers, which 
ciples they can withhold their patron- || are filled with personal abuse, from 
age from a paper, calculated to have | week to week, and which are calcu- 
so good a tendancy on the members | lated to injure the taste of young chil- 
of their families. They cannot plead |dren, more than improve them in 
that it is too sectarian, or that it 1s en- ‘reading. You should be ashamed to 
cumbered with advertisements; if own it. 
they have any thing to advance in ex- || Neighbor—Your remarks are just; 
tenuation of their conduct, it is, that; yet things are not so bad. I get the 
they do not wish to promote the loan of the paper from Mr. L. and by 
spread of religious truth. I shall re- | this means you see, I have the reading 
late to you a conversation, which took | of it for nothing. 

lace between me and my neighbor | J—Yes, but by borrowing it do you 
the other day, and I presume, many ‘assist in supporting an establishment 
in our county, are equally culpable in of so much interest to the community; 
the same respect. I stepped intoa. or do your children receive any ben- 
neighbor’s the other day and saluted | efit from it? 
him with, well neighbor, what’s the|| MNeighbor—We receive none of 
news? ; these advantages; but I intend short- 

Neighbor—I have seen nothing |ly to relinquish some I at present re- 

new in the papers which I have been | ceive, and take the religious paper. 
looking over. They are filled with | 4—Be thatas you please. Ifyou are 
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able to take three, you are able to take 


four. But I must confess they are of 


little benefit. Go; let it not be said 
you have done nothing for perpetuat- 
ing the spread of Religious Intelli- 
gence through our country. Good 
bye. 


For the Misevilany. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF BIG SPRING SAB- 
BATH SCHOOL. 

An annual meeting of the Sabbath 

School, in the Borough of Newville, 

was held on Friday evening the 


27th of June 1823, for the purpose of 


appointing Managers, Teachers, &c. 
for the ensuing year. The object of 
the meeting having been stated and 


an address delivered, Managers and | 


Teachers were appointed for one year. 

A committee being appointed to 
make out the annual report, met a- 
greeably to appointment: It was 
agreed, that the annual report togeth- 
er with the address, be published in 
the Religious Miscellany. 

Although the Institution has not 
fiourished for the past year so as to 
meet the wishes of the managers, 
yet the committee are abie to report 
as follows, viz: 


Aggregate amount of Verses of Scrip- | 


Catechism, &c. 22475. 


It may reasonably be expected that 
ihe usefulness of the Institution will 
be mere extended than heretofore, 
owing to the measures that have been 
entered into for its regulation in fu- 
ture. 

Atlest—.Joun ¥Y. Davipson, 
Recording Secretary 
ADDRESS. 

In divecting our thoughts to the 
subject of the Sabbath School, it will 
be proper to observe, that hke many 
other important institutions for the 
welfare and happiness of the human 
race, it requires some considerable 


~ 


Report of Big-Spring S. School—Address. 


that degree of perfection, which will 
render it subservient to the various 
objects, which its worthy founders 
had in view. Not only the lisping 
youths who may be snatched from the 
abode of midnight (moral) darkness, 
living and growing up in absolute ig- 
norance of the author of their being, 
and of all their mercies; but likewise 
the Teacher who has engaged in this 
work of faith and labor of love, will 
be convinced of his need of that wis- 
dom which is from above, to enable 
him or her to see with some degree of 
clearness, that narrow path in which 
‘they would lead others,—*‘Least 
while they be teachers, they them- 
selves be cast away.” 





It is not my intention here, nor is 
itn my power to enumerate all the 
advantages resulting from a well re- 
gulated and properly conducted Sab- 
bath School; but I cannot refrain from 
mentioning some facts which I know 
from actual observation:—And in the 
the first place, it might be proper to 
observe, that the practice of late 
rising on Sabbath mornings, is almost 
as general as it is inconsistent with 
every principle of christianity, be- 
cause, it is clearly implied in that 
command, “Thou shalt not do any 
work,” that all waste of time by un- 
necessary indulgences are as sinful 
as recreations on this Holy day are; 
for which christians will have to ac- 
count. Let it not be said, that Sab- 
bath Schogls are not calculated to cor- 
rect this indolent practice, for at 
least one half of the exercises of the 
day precedes public worship, & it is 
necessary that both teachers & taught 
be up as early on that, as on any 
other; the one to attend to those 
works of necessity and mercy, which 
must more or less engage the atten- 
tion of all who are in any measure 
arrived to years of discretion; the 
other stimulated by a laudable princi- 
ple of ambition, will be up betimes 





time and experience to bring it to | 








endeavoring to commit to memory 

















those sacred words which fell from 
the hallowed lips of him who said, 
“Suffer little children to come unto 
me and forbid them not, for of such 
is the kingdom of Heaven.”’ 

The next and most important bene- 
fit resulting from Sabbath Schools, is 
the facility afforded to all, of becom- 
ing acquainted with the Sacred Ora- 
cles, which alone are able to make us 
wise unto salvation. There are some 
if is true, from reasons best known to’ 
themselves, who treat this benevolent. 
institution with contempt, as though 
they could frown it into anihilation! 
but let all such know, that God has in 
rarious instances, most signally sea!- 
ed his approbation of it, to the glory of: 
his grace, in the salvation of numbers, 
who, to all human appearance had’ 
lived and would have died willing, 
subjects of the powers of darkness. | 

To those who have no reasons for’ 
not sending their children to Sabbath’ 
School, but just that they care for! 
none of these things, I would call) 
upon in the name of that God, who) 
has given them children, to consider, 
what they do, ere it be too late. The 
God of Heaven has entrusted you 
with the management of immortal 
souls, and has brought you under the 
most solemn obligations, to train them 
up in the “Nurture and admonition 
of the Lord,” in that he has been: 
pleased to appoint your lot in a land 
of gospel light, while many of cur 
wretched race, instigated liy that arch 
enemy of God and man, with their 
own unnatural hands, do cause the 
blood of their helpless and innocent 
offspring to stain the footstool of God, 
in order to appease their abominable 
deities. You also should consider, 








_ 


Address. 





$81 


in truth. But why need I multiply ar- 
ments to arge you to the duty of 
doing every thing in your power, and 
embracing all opportunities of havin 
your children instructed in the knowl- 


edge of God? You no doubt love 
them, and if so, can you sit contented 
while they are strangers to Christ— 
without God and without hope in the 
world—growing apace, as children of 
wrath fitted for destruction? O! how 
must it aggravate your own sufferings, 
to think that your children must suf- 
fer through an endless eternity, in 
consequence of your wicked neglect. 
As for those who say they can teach 
their children at home, and see no 
necessity of sending them to such 
places, | would ask what evidence 
they can give that they do so; nay, 
I would venture to assert, that with 
few exceptions, you will rarely miss 
them or their children off the streets, 
and even if they do continue to con- 
fine them to the house and _ their 
books, the labor becomes extreme! 

burthensome both to parents and chil- 
dren; and I challange any, nay all the 


opposers of Sabbath Schools, to pro- 


duce an instance of a child commiting 
the same number of verses or hymns, 
notwithstanding the most strenuous 
and laborious exertions at home; that 
numbers have been known to do for 
those rewards and distinctions which 
are held out as stimulations to Sab- 
bath School scholars. In this is de- 
monstrated that old Proverb, “Iron 
sharpeneth Iron” and the little com- 
petitors will do more, and to better 
purpose, for the sake of reward and 
distinction at school, than for all that 
can be done with them, secluded with 
their parents at home. 





your obligation to your Creator, in 
that you are not endeavoring to sa- 
lisfy an angry God, by unmeaning, 
abominable, pernicious and super- 
stitious idolatry;—you are called up- 
on to believe upon the Lord Jesus 


ehy 


saat 


But as [I have mentioned before. 
if snest dake ime, to convince and re- 
concile every person to these things. 
When the system is once matured and 
flourishing, there is no calculating 
the beneficial effects of a well direct- 
ed zeal. And it is most earnestly to 








Christ, and worship him in spirit and 
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be hoped, that these causes of com- 
laint, which have pergtarees capyee 
ded against by all possible as- 
suites so that our eh shall be 
constrained to confess its usefulness. 
And itis also to be hoped, and ex- 
cted, that all who have united 
oeicclves with this philantrophic in- 
stitution, will be diligent at a throne 
of grace, imploring that wisdom, 
which will enable them to discharge 
their several duties with profit and 
with pleasure. It is a most pleasing 
fact, that while the superintendants 
and teachers of schools, devote that 
portion of every Lord’s day to the in- 
Struction of youth, which they other- 
wise might spend in reading and rest- 
ing from the labors of the week, they 


te we | 
are at the same time acquiring a fam- | 


iliarity and acquaintance with those 
christian truths, and the duties con- 
nected with them, which scarcely 
any other circumstances would afford; 
and which will greatly conduce to 
make them useful and intelligent 
meinbers of the church of Christ. 
Go on, then, my young friends, and 
be not soon weary in well doing.— 
You may have your days Of small 
things;—you may have darkness tui 
a night, but joy cometh in the morn- 
ing;—you may expect to meet with 
the opposition of lukewarm proiessors, 
and the supercilious contempt of th. 
wordiy wise:—But, be not dismayed; 
go on in the strength of God the Lord; 
our cause is the cause of Christ, and 
the glory of his kingdom. Although 
you may be as sheep among wolves, 
yet they that are for you, are more 
than ail that are against you. And ma) 
that peace of conscience Wich is the 
reward of virtue and holiness;—that 






Essay on Religion 


ligion, that every deviation from it¢ 
simpl city as delineated in the Bible 
has ever tended only to its corruption; 
yet its enemies have been solicitous 
to draw from this very quarter a con- 
trary inference. ‘What a dreadful 
catalogue of evils” they say, “must 
be referred to what you fondly term 
the source of peace and the fountain 
of all love! not to speak of the bitter 
persecutions, the exterminating wars, 
and the rancors of hatred which it 
has engendered in diiferent periods 
of ‘the world, has it not a direct ten- 
dency to enslave the mind, to pervert 
the affections of the heart and 
destroy all the finer sensibilities 
of our nature? Is it not ever liable 





so degenerate into enthusiasm or su- 
perstition and consequently answera- 
ble fer all the evils of both? Is it 
not calculated to be the most formid- 
able engine of tyranny, the lurking 
place of intrigue, and the scaling lad- 





| 


der of ambition? Look to the long 
continued despotism of papal Rome, 





|, consider the abject condition of Chris- 


_tendom for centuries; mark the origin, 


; 
| 
} 
| 


—— 





| the procress, and the consummation 
ot ecciesiastical usurpation, and own 
that your rehgion is an artfully de- 
ivised fable, the diguise of villainy 
and the vug-bear of folly!” 

Such are the reasonings of infidel- 
ity, founded ever on the slippery basis 
of ialsehood and sephistry! It refuses 
to discriminate between the realiiy 
and name, but blending the spotless 
institutions of Deity with the super- 
lincumbencies of human invention, 
‘dooms them to one undistinguishing 
janathema. As well might the scep- 
‘tic call into question the propriety 
lof civil government always liable to 





. . oe pe whic} net i 34 > 4 ~ ; 
joy in the Holy Ghost, which willj/abuse, or the utility of the most im- 


bear you up under all triais, be you 
eonstant companion and protector! 
———— 


For the Miscellany, 
Ir is certainly a striking proof 0’ 
the sacred origin of the Christian re- 





{Bia the ene 
jhe evils he deprecates in religion: 


| portant arts capable of being convert- 


ed tu a bad purpose. It is the aber- 
vation from, and not the adherence 
to the principles o the Bible which 
endering cause of 























Anecdote. 





and this fact goes far in establishing 
its claim to a derivation from God. 
Government degenerated into despot- 
ism or anarchy,is government no long- 
er, and-religion gliding into enthusi- 
asm or superstition ceases to be reli- 
gion altogether. 

But how is it that Religion may be 
said to be ever apt to degenerate into 
superstition? Is + tai any natural con- 
nexion existing between them? Is 
their relation of antecedent and con- 
sequent immutably fixed? Surely not. 
And yet as once before observed ,man- 





kind have ever discovered a propens- 





to amend the institutions of Heav- | 
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with the obedience of. his heart, will 
he be disposed to multiply rites and 
ceremonies, and seek to still the cla- 
mors of conscience by external ob- 
servances till his religion becomes a 
mere form of endless superstitton. 
Thus religious superstition origin- 
ates in the self-righteousness of the 
creature and not in the nature of true 
piety. And when once it has acquired 
a footing it is not difficult to account 
for its continance and growth. Edu- 
cation, habit, the sanction of time, 
and the imposition of authority grad- 
ually establish its influence, and re- 











ity duce it to all the consistency. and all 
en, and thus gradually subject them- ° the stability of a system. It/marches 
selves to the influence of superstition | onward with emboldened step, spread- 
even when operated upon by the dic- !' ing desclation and terror around while 
tates of an honest but eroneous con-;inorance close following inthe train 
science. Still there cannot be found | secures all its conquests andrmantles 
any imperfection in these institutions | all its deformity. oe. 
to justify this principle or call forth|| How deeply implanted in the human 
its exertion; the Law of the Lord is || breast must be the conviction of- the 
perfect and we must look elsewhere |! truth of religion, when it is permitted 
for its occasion. God in all his inter-'! to sanction all the absurdities & allin- 
course with man disclaims any obliga- | conistencies which have been so often 
tion of kindness towards him. ‘blended with it! such ought to be our 
He proceeds on the ground of free, reflection when we contemplate this 
sovereign, and unmerited grace, nor subject and not the unreasonable sug- 
can he consistently with his holiness ' restions of unbelief. Will the human 
accept any partial obedience as mer- mind endure the same grosaess of de~ 
it, where perfect obedience was re- | ception when presented through any 
quired as duty, much less can he be | other avenue? Can the usurpations of 
satisfied with any external acts of obe- tyranny derive equal security from 
dience where that of the heart is de- |i any other source? Or could the vast 
nied. But although a price of debt’! fabric of papal superstition ever have 
aud of merit has been alrgady paid, ; been reared on any other foundation? 
and as far as regards man the richés ; No. Look to the hierarchy of Rome, 
of the Gospel are offered without mon- | consider attentively its corruption and 
ey and without price, it is not easy | its oppression, mark well its nature & 
for him to forget all pretensions of | its operations, remember the periods of 
desert and look for the favor of heav- || darkness & ignor:nce, & own that the 
en without some corresponding olfer- | essential principle of its preservation, 
ing of imaginary service on his own)! could only have been derived from 


5 Se 
part. Hence, he is induced to perform | Heayen! Juuivs. 


services which were never required | 
as expressions of more than required | 
zeal, forgetting that could they have| 
been of any avail in the sight of God, | 
they had most certainly been required. | 
In proportion as he rests not satisfied | 


Near Shippensburg, 1825. 





ANECDOTE. 
THE SHEPHERD W THE INFIDEL. 


A traveller from a commercial house 
in London, crossing the extensive 
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plains in Wiltshire, was joined by a 
gentleman passing the same road. The 
traveller, a pious man, observed, with 
regret, that the conversation of the 
stranger was of a light and trifling 


Poetry Notice— Death. 








regard them not ; they cat never dis- 
prove a single letter ofitssacred con- 
terits. Heaven and earth shall pass 
away, but the Saviour’s words shall 
never pass away. See that they dwell 











cast, often bordering on profanity, and 
resolved to take the first opportunity 
of slipping away from so unprofitable 
acompanion. Before, however such’ 
an opportunity occurred, they reached 
a part of thedown where the road sep-' 
erated; uncertain which way to take, 
they proposed to inquire of a shepherd 
boy, who Was reclining near the spot. 
Ye he book in hishand. The stran-: 
ger, disposed to exercise his profligate 
wit on The ‘simple peasant, hia 
dressed ‘him: 
-Ffaltoo'! my 
you' reading? 
‘The ‘Bible, sir,” was the reply. 
‘The Bible ! so! what, you read that 
in hopes to find out the way to hea- 
ven?’ ‘Yes sir.’ 
‘Very well—that road I neither 
ki.ow nor care any thing about; you 
tell me, if you can, the road to Salis- 
bury, and I will leave you to dream 
about the other at your leisure.’ 
‘That,’ (pointing with his crook) ‘is 
the road to Salisbury; and the road to 
heaven, blessed be God, is so plain 
that “the way-faring men, though 
fools, shall not err therein.’ ” 

‘Well said, simple shepherd,’ 
thought the pious traveller; and 
xaised his thoughts in gratitude to the 
“ Lord of heaven and earth, who hath 
hid these things from the wise and pru- 
dent and revealed them unto babes:” 
and thus, out of the mouth of the 
weak and mean, in other respects, 
hath ordained strength to still the 
enemy and the avenger.” 


Children, who are taught to read 
and revere the sacred Scriptures, per- 
haps you may, at some time or other, 
meet with those who fancy they show 
their learning and wit by attempting 
to shake your faith, and ridicule the 


lad, what book are 


in you joe? in all wisdom, that you 
may be ready to “give to every one 
that asketh you a reason of the hope 
that is in you, with meekness and 
.fear.” All the shafts of infidel wit 
shall fall harmless at your feet, if you 
are by grace enabled to say, “I know 
,in whom I have believed; and am per- 
,snaded, that he is able to keep that 
which [ have committed unto him 
against that day.”—S. S. A. 
eat Oe 
For the Miscellany. 
WHITHER IS MY BELOVED GONE? 
Solomon’s Song, vi. 1. 
‘‘Where,” says the soul who once was fed 
With living manna from above, ; 


“Where has my much beloved fled, 
Leaving me helpless here to rove? 


‘Where shall T go to seek my spouse? 
To vallies in sequestered woods? 
Or shall I rove the mountain brows, 
Or course the murmuring chrystal flood?” 





|No! There my true-love ne’er retires; 
His walks are on a loftier road;— 

He roves where love’s illum’ning fires, 
Point the inquirer to his God. 


Go to his WORD, you’ll find him there; 
| Use the appointed means of Grace; 
Seek him in all-prevailing prayer, 
Haply he’ll turn, and show his face. 


' 


Intreat him, and he’! soon return;— 
Tell him you love his suits the best; — 
‘Tell him, your soul for him deth mourn; 
le will appear to give you rest, 


Fr 
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NOTICE. An adjourned meeting of the 
board of managers of the Cumberland Connty 
Bible Seciety, is to be held at the house of 
Robert M’Cord, on Monday 7th inst. at three 
'o’clock, P. M. 
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Departed this life on Wednesday evening 
last, Miss CORNELIA BRACKENRIDGE, 
daughter of the late Judge Brackenridge dee 
ceased, of this borough. 
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blessed beck on which it is built ; but 
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CARLISLE. 


